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the tracts within its limits still imperfectly known, whilst the accounts of ex¬ 
plorers are utterly contradictory and irreconcilable in regard to them,—that 
the life of an individual is far too short to enable him to examine the whole for 
himself, and a medical cyclopedia, written by one person, must therefore neces¬ 
sarily degenerate into a mere compilation, on many subjects,—a compilation, 
too, in which the compiler must be often incompetent justly to appreciate the 
facts, and his judgment, of course, be valueless. 

The plan, then, of combining the labours of many in the preparation of a 
cyclopedia, appears to be the best that can be adopted, and experience confirms 
this view, for it is the one so successfully carried out in France and Germany in 
their celebrated medical dictionaries and cyclopedias. 

The first six parts of the American reprint, forming the first volume, or one- 
fourth of the whole work, have been published with commendable punctuality, 
and we have no doubt that the whole will be ready within the period promised 
—a year from the appearance of the first No. The judgment of the profession 
will, we are confident, accord with ours as to the great value of this Cyclopedia. 


Art. XVII.— The Practice of Medicine: a Treatise on Special Pathology and 
Therapeutics. By Roblev Dunglison, M. D., Prof. Inst, of Med. <fcc. in 
Jefferson Med. Coll., &c. &e. &c. Second edition in two volumes. Phila¬ 
delphia: Lea & Blanchard, 1844: pp. 1314, 8vo. 

The early call for a second edition of this work, is sufficient testimony that 
it has been an acceptable one to medical students. “ Grateful for this result the 
author has endeavoured to render the present edition still more useful by adding 
whatever of importance has transpired in the short period that has elapsed since 
the first edition was published, and by supplying omissions, which were almost 
inevitable in the first impression of a work in which so many subjects were 
treated of.” 


Art. XVIII.— Outlines of Pathology and Practice of Medicine. By William 
Pultenev Alison, M. D., F.R. S. E., Fellow and late President of the Royal 
College of Physicians, Edinburgh, and of the Medico-Chirurgical Society, Ed¬ 
inburgh; Honorary Fellow of the King’s and Queen’s College of Physicdans of 
Ireland, and of the Royal Medical Society Edinburgh ; Professor of the Prac¬ 
tice of Medicine in the University of Edinburgh, and one of the Physicians 
in ordinary to her Majesty for Scotland. Philadelphia : Lea & Blanchard, 
1844: pp. 424. 

This elegantly written and philosophical work must become a classic in 
medical literature. Its author filled for some years, with signal ability, the 
chair of Physiology in the University of Edinburgh, from which he has been 
recently elevated to that of the Practice of Medicine, and this volume is designed 
as a manual for students attending his lectures. “ In attempting to compress,” 
observes Dr. Alison in his preface, “ within the limits of a Text-book for Lec¬ 
tures, the facts which seem to me best ascertained in regard to the nature, pro¬ 
gress, and symptoms of diseases, and the effects of remedies upon them, it has 
been my object to simplify as far as possible, both the diagnostic marks of dis¬ 
eases, and the practical rules for their treatment,—dwelling only upon those, an 
accurate knowledge of which may be acquired without much difficulty, and on 
which it has appeared to me in practice, that we can rely with most confidence. 
I have endeavoured to connect these practical rules and directions with as full a 
statement as the limits of such a work will permit, of the grounds of those opi¬ 
nions , in regard to the causes, the intimate nature, and fatal tendency of diseases, 
which seem to me, in the present state of our knowledge, to be supported by the 
best evidence; because, notwithstanding all that has been said, and may be 
said, against medical speculation, I am fully convinced of the truth of the obser¬ 
vation of Dr. Cullen, that ‘at all times the practice of medicine has been, and 
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still is, with every person, founded more or less upon certain principles esta¬ 
blished by reasoning;’ from which it evidently follows, that any one who 
undertakes to teach the practice of medicine must be prepared to explain the 
grounds of his opinions ; as well as to state the facts, and describe the appear¬ 
ances, on which he is to found his practical precepts.” 

The work is divided into three parts. The first is devoted to the considera¬ 
tion of violent death—to diseases in general and their terminations—the remote 
causes of disease and the. means of their prevention,—and the action of reme¬ 
dies and the evidence of their efficacy. 

In the second part inflammatory and febrile diseases are treated of; and the 
third part is appropriated to the consideration of chronic and non-fphrile diseases. 

Dr. Alison is evidently well acquainted with the existing condition of medi¬ 
cal science; he has not, however, satisfied himself merely with collecting 
medical facts, —he has carefully weighed and selected them—winnowed the 
wheat from the chaff-and in the performance of this task he manifests a calm 
and cautious judgment, and thorough honesty of purpose. 


Art. XIX.— .Annates Medicn-Psychologiques. Journal dc PAnatomie , de la Phy~ 
siolngie et de la Pathologic du Sysicme Nerveux. Destine pariiculiermail a 
recueitlir tous les dncumens relatif a la Science das Rapports du Physique et du 
Moral , a la Pathologic Alenfale, a la Medecine Legale des alienes, et a la Clinique 
des Maladies Neroemes. Par M. M. les Docteurs Baiixarger, Medicin des 
alienes a la Salpetriere. Cerise et Longet. Paris, Janvier, 1844. 

Medico-Psychologic Annals, A Journal of Anatomy , Physiology, and the Pathology 
of the Nervous System. Particularly devoted to the collection of all documents 
connected with the science of Physical and Moral relations, to Mental Pathology, 
the Medical Jurisprudence of Insanity, and Clinics on the Diseases of the Nerves. 

If there he any branch of medical science which, during the last half century, 
has made more rapid strides towards perfection than any other, it is that of the 
Pathology and Therapeutics of Insanity. So much attention has been devoted to 
this disorder during the last few years, as to have made room for a periodical in 
which the accumulating knowledge upon the subject may be concentrated. Such 
is the journal, the title of which is at the head of this notice, and which was com¬ 
menced in January 1843. and is published once in two months, each number 
containing about one hundred and fifty pages. 

The names of the professional men connected with it are a sufficient guarantee 
for its excellence. Among its collaborators are M. Ferrus, general inspector 
of establishments for the insane, and formerly principal physician to the 
Bicetre; M. Foville, principal physician to the asylum atCharenton; M. Lelut, 
principal physician to the Salpetriere; M. Pariset, honorary principal physician 
to the Salpetriere; M. Mitivie. physician to the Salpetriere; M. M. Voisin and 
Fabret, physicians to Salpetriere and Bicetre; M. Delaye, physician to the asy¬ 
lum of Toulouse; M. Parchappe, principal physician to the asylum at Rouen ; 
M. M. Bottex, Brierre de Boismont& Guislain, all of whom are well known by 
their writings upon mental alienation. The number before us contains the fol¬ 
lowing articles: 1st, On the Psycho-Physiological Doctrines of the ancient Hindoo 
Philosophers, by Dr. Thore. 2d. Historical Studies upon Mental Alienation, 
by Ch. Lasegue and Aug. Morel. 3d. Surveillant, Nurse and Guardian, (the 
officers required by law in each public asylum for the insane in France,) by Dr. 
Bonchet, principal physician to the asylum at Nantes. 4th. On Hysteric Para¬ 
lysis, by Dr. Macario. 5th. Observations on Insanity from Intemperance, by 
Brierre de Boismont. 

These articles are followed by appropriate extracts from other Medical Journals, 
Proceedings of the Academy of Science, and the Royal Academy of Medicine of 
Paris, Notices of Reports of Lunatic Asylums, &c. &o. We extract the follow¬ 
ing notice of the disease of M. Heinroth, the doctrinal disciple of Stahl, and, of 



